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Overview
At SA #80 plenary, an initial set of prioritization work was performed, and work was paused on several study items including FS_eIMS5G, however plenary said they would re-visit their prioritization at the SA #81 meeting.  Due to the pause it is no longer possible to complete all the FS_eIMS5G study objectives in release 16 and then perform any resulting Normative work.  It is however there is a possibility to achieve conclusions to part of the study objectives if the work is prioritized, and then decide if to perform Normative work on the partial conclusions.
Status of FS_eIMS5G

The work for FS_eIMS5G started in January and has progressed through June (4 SA2 meetings), with approximately 1 session used per meeting.  The scope of the study was to examine 3 aspects of 5GC capabilities and how IMS architecture could be enhanced to leverage these capabilities – these were:

· IMS networks leveraging 5GC Network Slicing

· IMS networks utilizing localized UPF

· IMS networks using SBA and SBA interfaces with the 5GC

To achieve the above 8 key issues were described in the study – and summarized below:

· Key Issue 1: Routing of IMS traffic via a localized UPF

· Key Issue 2: Placement of IMS application server in localized environments

· Key Issue 3: Network Slicing and IMS

· Key Issue 4:  Discovery of Network Functions

· Key Issue 5: Enabling SBA-based Cx

· Key Issue 6: Enabling SBA-based Sh

· Key Issue 7: How can IMS utilize services provided by Npcf

· Key Issue #8: How can IMS utilize services provided by 5GC NFs other than PCF

For these key issues 21 solutions have been proposed to address these issues, some are considered complete, but many of the solutions require further work to address questions and open issues (mostly marked with FFS in editor’s notes).  Furthermore, for some key issues it is possible that additional solutions may be proposed.  Under the original plan it was expected that 6 further SA2 time units would be necessary to complete the descriptions of the solutions, perform evaluations, and reach conclusions for all key issues.  This would potentially have left 4 meetings in 2019 to be used to undertake the normative changes to affect the conclusions reached (assuming a WID was approved in SA #82 plenary) – however with the pause in work on this plan has to change.
Proposed Way Forward
Current draft plans for Q4 2018 continue to show considerable time allocated to existing prioritized SA2 work items, and while SA Plenary may allow for other work to be performed in Q4, it is unlikely TU will be available to perform significant work on any paused project in SA2#129.  However, it is possible that sufficient TU will become available in SA2 #129bis to resume FS_eIMS5G; Planned maintenance for 5GS_Ph1 may be reduced, and that most studies for release 16 will attempt to conclude at the same meeting.  This is the assumption that has been used in the revised WID (S2-188022) for the study, which proposes now a completion for the June plenary.  Unfortunately, a June completion does not allow for any Normative work to be undertaken in the release 16 timeframe.

There is however a potential for normative conclusions to be reached in release 16.  The objective for the study includes the text:

“It is anticipated that these areas may progress at different rates and reach interim conclusions independently of other study activities; thus, triggering normative work via separate work items.”

If the work is prioritized for one of the study objectives, it is feasible that some partial study conclusions may be achievable by the end of the February meeting, and hence normative work could occur in Q2 on these conclusions.
When looking at the current solution proposals, it is evident that many solutions for localized UPF and leveraging of 5GC slicing benefit or require SBA enhancements to the IMS core.  Furthermore, the main SBA related key issues have only 2 solutions (adapt existing methods, adopt new methods), which limits the work related to evaluation.  Therefore, it is the opinion of the Rapporteur that focusing on the SBA objective has the best potential to derive some conclusion in Q1.  Thus, it is proposed that if FS_eIMS5G proceeds in Q1, that the study will prioritize work related to SBA key issues, with the aim of reaching conclusions in SA2 #131 (Feb 2019) – SA2 can then make an informed decision at that meeting as to how to proceed (i.e. switch to normative work for SBA or complete study only in release 16), and submit any required SID/WID documentation to plenary.
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